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The Irish Garden Plant Socicty was formed in 1981 to assist in the conservation of garden
plants, especially those raised in Ireland. It also takes an interest in other aspects of the preservation
of Ireland’s garden heritage.

This journal will be devoted to papers on the history of Irish garden plants and gardens, the
cultivation of plants in Ireland, the taxonomy of garden plants and reports of work carried out
by the society and its individual members.

The editorial committee invites contributions from members of the society and others,
Manuscripts, typed on A4 sheets (double-spaced and typed on only one side of each sheet), may
be submitted to the Editor at the National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin 9, from whom
further details may be obtained.
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DAPHNE CHAPPELL

SOME SNOWDROP NOTES

As 2 member of the National Council for the Conservation of Plants and Gardens and having a par-
ticular interest in garden plants and nurseries historically linked with Gloucestershire, I consider
myself fortunate indeed to have met the late Herbert Ransom the gardener who, for twenty years,
grew the bulbs for Brigadier and Mrs Mathias, owners of The Giant Snowdrop Company.

The company traded at Hyde, near Stroud, Gloucestershire, from 1951 to 1968 and was not
only responsible for rekindling an interest in snowdrop growing after the war but also for preventing
many older cultivars being lost through lack of recognition. The company has a fascinating history
and thanks to Herbert Ransom and Quentin Mathias, son of the owners, I have been able to peruse
old company correspondence, order books and a host of other material amassed during its trading
days. T was fascinated to find many letters from Ireland and report here a few facts of interest to
Irish gardeners. 3

Although the Straffan snowdrop needs no introduction to Irish gardeners you may be surprised
to hear that over seven thousand of these bulbs were exported 1o England — for sale by the Giant
Snowdrop Company — by Nancy Dalgety of Leixlip. Nancy gardened at Leixlip for over fifty years
and was a friend of both Lady Moore and Mr Black, gardener to the Duke of Leinster at Carton.
Her letters tell us that the bulbs she sent originated in Straffan garden but of the bulbs growing at
Straffan she writes, ‘Mr Barton tells me that they got a discase and all died out’, adding, *but [ grow
millions’! Her bulbs were grown on by the Company and offered for sale between 1955 and 1963;
they attracted a good deal of attention at the Royal Horticultural Society’s Spring shows and proved
a popular line being sold to customers from England, Scotland and Wales. I believe it true to say
that the bulbs of Galanthus ‘Straffan’ offered by the specialist bulb nurseries today can be traced,
through the Giant Snowdrop Company, to Nancy Dalgety's garden.

Another Irish correspondent was Liam Schofield from Cappawhite, County Tipperary. As a
lad he had worked as a garden-boy and later travelled for a nursery firm in Dublin which meant he
attended exhibitions all over Ireland. He first sent snowdrops for identification in 1953 from his
twelve-acre small-holding, explaining that he grew them on a south-facing bank along one of his cow
pastures. He became a regular and enthusiastic correspondent, at one stage despairing that the area
in which he lived and farmed was ‘horticulturally barren’ adding unhappily ‘there is not one person
in Southern Ireland able to talk snowdrops nor a library with any book going farther than. ..
G. nivalis — found in Europe, naturalised in England’. This, I think, indicates how the Giant Snow-
drop Company provided encouragement and became a pivot around which many collectors and
growers could operate: many letters from all over the British Isles were written in the same vein.

Liam Schofield collected and grew many good varieties and species and was to supply the
company with Galanthus plicatus, G. tkariae, *Sraffan’ and G. platyphylius, considering the latter
his finest snowdrop. He also supplied quantities of Leucojum vernum bulbs, both var. vagneri
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and var. carpathicum. His ‘Straffan’ bulbs had comc from a garden called ‘Greenfields’ in 1940.
This garden was owned by the Bagwell-Purefoy family — names probably more familiar to Irish
readers than to me — and a member of that family had collected and grown snowdrops there before
the 1914 war. Another hybrid obtained by him from that same garden was sent over in 1955, a fine
snowdrop which became known as the “Greenfield Form”, though a name was never published; 1
include a description below. It caused quite a stir when first sent for identification and questions
and answers flew back and forth, Liam Schofield wrote that he first found three bulbs of it in
Greenfield garden about 1950, it had increased well with him and in five years had made one
hundred bulbs, ‘it always looks distinct even in good company and it is heavily scented’. Although
it was never offered in the company's catalogue I suspect bulbs were passed around amongst friends
as I often meevit in the gardens of fellow galanthophiles.

I can also mention the snowdrops sent to England by David Shackleton from Clonsilla, Dublin,
He wrote to the Giant Snowdrop Company in January 1960 for identification of ‘some of my dif-
ferent snowdrops’, one of which had come from Miss Blanch Poé , Nenagh, Tipperary. It is now well
known that this was the double known as ‘Hill Poe’ and we are indebted to David Shackleton
and the Giant Snowdrop Company who, without doubt, rescued it from oblivion for us to enjoy
to this day.

Another of the bulbs he sent was recognised as being distinct and though there is no indication
of how many bulbs of this type were eventually exchanged I believe it to be the snowdrop given to
me by Herbert Ransom three years ago as Galanthus “Shackleton”, 1 seem to recall its parentage
being referred to as G. elwesii x byzantinus but am open to correction on this matter. It is certainly
a fine form, a late flowerer, prolonging the season considerably and a welcome addition to a col-
lection. It would appear that Valerie Finnis (Lady Scott) of Boughton House, Kettering, Northants,
a friend of David Shackleton, has passed this snowdrop around, as I have seen it in a garden in
Oxfordshire and enquiries revealed that it came from that source.

Notes

(1) The Snowdrop from Liam Schofield

Leaves (2) flat in vernation, one edge narrowly plicate, mid green, glaucous, thick, strap shaped but
tapering at apex, 11 cm long, 1 em broad. Scape up to 12 cms, sturdy, spathe 4.5 cms, membranous,
pedicel approx 3 cms in length. Flowers — outer petals white, obovate, 2.5 cms long, 1.5 ¢ms broad:
mner petals white, cuneate with good, deep green, clean heart-shaped mark around the sinus at the
apex. Ovary deep green, barrel shaped.

The leaves of this snowdrop open flat after flowering, with a lateral twist; it is extremely
sturdy and a good ‘do-er’ often producing two flowers from one pair of leaves. Flowering end of
Feb-March, fragrant.

(2) The Snowdrop from David Shackleton

Leaves (2) convolute invernation, light green, glaucous, 16 cms long, 11 mm broad. Flowers — outer
petals white 2.5 cms long, 13 mm broad: inner petals 15 mm long, tubular, marked around sinus
with small, light green, narrowly triangular mark and a pale green U-shaped mark a1 base. Scape to
14 cms, spathe 3.5 cm, pedicel 2 cms. Ovary pale green, narrowly conical,

This snowdrop is of clegant habit, tall and upright, flowering March, fragrant.

Both snowdrops are described from specimens grown in my Gloucester garden since 1983,

NCCPG Gloucestershire, The Mill House, Blaisdon, Longhope, GL1 7 0AM.
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J.G.D. LAMB

SNOWDROPS IN AN
IRISH CONTEXT

From the botanist’s point of view snowdrops have been classified tidily into three main groups, as
in F.C. Stern’s monograph Snowdrops and Snowflakes (London, 1936), These groups, the nivales,
the plicati and the latifolii, are distinguished by the arrangement of the leaves as they come above
ground. Geographical isolation and adaptation to local environment are factors in keeping the
different kinds distinct from each other in nature, but gardeners have confused the picture some-
what by bringing the species together in cultivation, where good forms and hybrids have selected
and propagated.

The common snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis) typifies the first botanical group — the nivales —
in which the leaves arc appressed to cach other as they appear above ground. The usual double
form, with its untidy conglomeration of petals, makes a fine show of colour in many gardens, but
the double yellow — ‘Lady Elphinstone’ — is rarely seen. It is the markings on the innecr segments
that are pale yellow, and in some seasons the colour tends to revert to the normal green. The Straffan
snowdrop may also be mentioned here as it has the gencral appearance of a good G. nivalis, but is
conjectured to be a hybrid with the Crimean snowdrop (G. plicatus) as both grew at Straffan House,
where Frederick Bedford, the head gardener, noticed the original plant. The very neat and tidy
double G. *Hill Po&’, with symmetrically arranged inner flower segments, is also regarded as a hybrid
with G. plicatus, having in some degree the pleated leaf margin characteristic of the latter. This
snowdrop was found in a County Tipperary garden. Both these Irish cultivars are satisfactory garden
plants, growing strongly and increasing steadily. ‘Straffan’ is valued for its long flowering season,
many of the bulbs producing a second flower. In our experience this feature is not exclusive to the
Straffan snowdrop, strong plants of other kinds occasionally producing two flowers. The true
‘Straffan’ is a fine large flowered kind.

There are two autumn flowering snowdrops allicd to G. nivalis. These did well in our Malahide
garden, but G. reginae-olgae, in which the flowers precede the leaves, did not survive the move to
the midlands, and G. corcyrensis (flowering with the leaves) has dwindled in numbers after an
encouraging first two seasons. Though these were planted in a south border we were unlucky in an
immediate sequence of two exceptionally severe winters.

G. graecus, another of the nivales, has proved to be fully hardy. It is earlier and dwarfer than
the common snowdrop, and can be recognised by the twisted leaves. This species is flowering well
and multiplying in a sunny spot. G. rhizensis, distinct among the nivales through its smaller size
and green leaves, is a recent acquisition that is a cause of anxiety lest it is not going to settle down,
though we have seen it doing well in other gardens.

G. plicatus, the Crimean snowdrop, is robust and happy in our garden. Where uncontaminated
by hybridisation it is easily recognised by the developing leaves being folded back at the margins,
by the glaucous band down the centre of the leaf, and by the large flowers having only the apical
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(*horseshoe’) marking on the inner segments. We have noticed this species in several Irish gardens,
sometimes in good forms which, one may suspect, could bear comparison with any that have been
named in Britain, such as ‘Warham Variety’.

The only other snowdrop with plicate leaves that is at all common in cultivationis G. byzantinus.
In this species the leaves are wholly glaucous, and the inner segments of the flower bear both apical
and basal green markings. This snowdrop is also a good garden plant, readily increasing, Indeed,
there is a lonely, deserted garden known to us where G. byzantinus has spread freely among the
bushes, and, as mentioned by Stern, the flowers vary in size. We picked out a single bulb with extra
large flowers, the outer segments 30 mm long, compared with ¢. 20.mm for the common snowdrop,
and hope it will retain its characteristics, increase and become established as a good garden plant.

Of the third group of snowdrops, the latifolii, the most familiar is G. elwesii, which shows well
how the leaves of this group are rolled around each other in the carly stages. G. elwesit, particularly
in the variety maximus, is a fine plant with handsome broad foliage, The flowers, which are well
marked with two green patches, are very large in the best forms. Though not a snowdrop for the
roughest part of the wild garden, it does well in any reasonable place.

G. ikariae is very distinct in having leaves as green as those of a bluebell. We grow two forms,
the one called subspecies ikariae having shorter outer floral segments than the subspecies latifolius.
In our garden these two behave differently, rkariae spreading freely by seed, latifolius increasing
mainly by offsets. )

One other snowdrop completes our experience of the species, This is G. caucasicus, another
latifolius type. This has very grey leaves, only horseshoe shaped markings on the flower, and recurved
leaves. One form flowers very early. Though we have seen this species doing well in County Wex-
ford, it has not been very free flowering with us, possibly because it is in too shady a spot.

At the end of the last century and in the carly 1900s great interest was taken in the garden
forms of snowdrop by J.G. Baker, F.W. Burbidge, E.A. Bowles and other leading gardeners of the
period. Many were named; Stern lists over one hundred of them, including synonyms. Few of these
survive today, and probably still fewer were ever in Ireland. We used to have the single form of
G. nivalis with yellow markings, variously called ‘Flavescens® or ‘Lutescens’, and still grow ‘Magnet”,
with normal markings but with extra long pedicels, 5o that the flowers swing in the breeze. *Arnott's
Scedling’ is especially good, a very robust plant with large flowers. ‘Scharlockii’ is a curiosity, a
small plant with a divided leafy spathe. *Viridi-Apice” is a strong growing plant with green tips to
the outer segments of the flower. Both of these curiosities increase well by offsets.

Most snowdrops seed freely and so variations are apt to appear in any garden with a good
collection. We have been given some unnamed kinds, such as a double with green tips to the outer
segments. Stern illustrates ‘Merlin' which has wholly green inner segments. A clump of plants with
this character grows in our garden, with the plicatus foliage referred to by Stern, but a similar type
from a friend’s garden has the unfolded leaves of the elwesii group. Very occasionally we have scen
plants with two flowers on one stem, once in a nivalis type plant and once in G. byzantinus. It
seems likely that the bulb has to be well nourished to achieve this. It is interesting to speculate
whether such an aberration is in any way an indication of the relationship between snowdrops and
snowflakes, as several species of Leucojum regularly produce multiple flowered stems.

Woodfield, Clara, County Offaly,



SYBIL CONNOLLY

H.P. McILHENNY
— AN APPRECIATION

Mr Henry P. Mcllhenny, the philanthropist and collector of nineteenth-century F rench and English
paintings, has died in Philadelphia at the age of seventy-five. From 1937, when he bought the Glen-
veagh estate in County Donegal from the widow of an American Professor of Art at Harvard Univer-
sity, until 1983, when he left Ireland, he spent several months of every year at Glenveagh. He
donated the ninetcenth-century castle to the Irish nation in 1981, having earlier sold the estate
which consisted of lakes, mountains, woods and bog, as well as the beautiful garden which he had
created during the years of his ownership, for a nominal sum, to the Office of Public Works.

I asked him once to explain why he felt so attached to Donegal. In his inimitable Philadeiphian
accent he exclaimed ‘But you see I belong to Donegal. Both my grandfather and grandmother were
born and married in the village of Carrigart, from where they emigrated to the United States, where
my grandfather invented the gas meter’ (source of the family fortune). He continued by telling me
how, for the first time in 1937, he had visited Donegal and the village of Carrigart, on a pilgrimage
to the roots of his ancestors, and how straight away he felt a strong sense of belonging. In fact, once
he had established his home in Donegal, he travelled in Ireland very little outside that county, being
content to stay in his castle where he entertained his friends in Sybarite comfort.

Henry was the most gencrous and amusing of hosts. He was an equally gencrous guest, being
delighted and touched to find himself a guest, however simple the entertainment on offer. He never
confined himself to the company of those equally wealthy, nor did he choose to surround himself
only with the famous. Anyone he took to, was welcome.

Immediately after the war, he started work on the gardens which surround the castle. Lanning
Roper, the famous and talented garden designer, had been a classmate of Henry Mcllhenny at
Harvard, so he was called in as advisor. During the years which followed, the garden evolved to
become the remarkable place which it is today. The Pleasure Ground, the Belgian Walk, the View
Garden were all replanted. A great flight of sixty-seven steps, twelve feet wide, up the mountainside
to a grassy terrace overlooking the castle and lake was constructed. The steps flanked with pro-
fusely seeding Rhododendron ciliatum and the top flight lined with lemon pots.

A wall was built around the jardin potager with herbaceous borders at its foot, and the paths
between central beds of vegetables were edged with fruit trees and flowers for cutting. Palm trees
and tree ferns and many rhododendrons were planted in the Pleasure Garden. In other parts ol the
garden, tender plants including Michelia doltsopa, Metrosideros lucida and fragrant Rhododendron
lindleyi grow well, Lilics are one of the specialities and there is a great display of Lilium auratum var.
platiphyllum which lines a vista. Always the planting was done to enhance what Henry considered
the most important thing about the garden at Glenveagh, and that was the spectacular view of
Lough Veagh.

In his last letter to me, just a few weeks before his death, he wrote, ‘I miss Glenveagh and
Donegal so much.’ The loving care and dedication to perfection which Henry Mcllhenny spent on
Glenveagh, and which now is a glorious heritage for the Irish people and others to enjoy and to learn
from, cnsures that he has left a fitting memorial in his beloved Donegal, where he will long be
remembered with respect and affection.

73 Merrion Square, Dublin 2.
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MARY DAVIES

AN EARLY NINETEENTH-
CENTURY CONSERVATORY
AT THE LORETO CONVENT,

BRAY, COUNTY WICKLOW

A delightful circular, gothic-style conservatory dating from 1835 has recently been restored in Bray,
County Wicklow (Fig. 1). The structure isapprox. 40 feet (12 metres) in diameter, and some 30 feet
(9 metres) in height. The pinnacled buttresses that separate its twenty-one sides, the elephant-head
crests underneath the crenellated parapet, and the onion-dome crowning the glass roof all add to
its air of fantasy. The buttresses, pinnacles, crenellations and six inner columns (supporting the
dome) are all of cast-iron, while timber was originally used for the glazing bars and the inner structure
of the roof. There was also a heating system, with a furnace and underfloor piping, although this no
longer cxists.

The conservatory was built for George Putland (c. 1780-1841) by the Dublin builder and
architect Thomas Ring.! The house that it was designed to complement® was extensively remodelled,
it seems in the 1830s, so that a plain eighteenth-century building had thrown over it ‘an elaborate
sugar-icing of gothic frivolousness’? This sugar-icing included cast-iron crenellations on the parapet
and chimney stacks, and an imposing crenellated cast-iron porch. The conservatory must have been
the final touch to the ‘modernisation’, and both it and the renovations must have been finished by
June 1835 when George Putland held a ‘splendid fete’ graced by the Lord Lieutenant and other
aristocrats.® In 1837 Lewis’s Topographical dictionary singled out the conservatory for mention:
‘leading from the drawing-room antechamber is a noble conservatory of polygonal form, erected at
an expense of £5,000, and containing a fine collection of the most choice and rare exotics”. (The
figure of £5,000 seems excessive, and may perhaps haye applied to the total renovations. )

After George Putland’s death, the property was inherited by his brother Charles. He did not
stay to enjoy his relative’s architectural frivolities for long, for in 1850 he sold the house and grounds
to the Loreto Order. The Order has maintained a convent and school there ever since.

By the beginning of the 1980s the roof of the conservatory was leaking, and a survey showed
that extensive repairs were necessary, particularly to secure the dome. The nuns accordingly spent
£8,000 on essential work, including the replacement of the iron and timber structure of the roof
with a new steel structure. The leadwork was also renewed. The local Cualann Historical Society
then raised a further sum by appeal that, although insufficient to allow the total completion of the
work, paid for essential painting and glazing, so that the conservatory is once again waterproof,®
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it can be properly maintained and supervised is now being explored (April 1987).
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E. CHARLES NELSON

‘PLAN & SECTION OF
MR BULLEN'S GARDEN
STOVE’

Robin Hall, of Primrose Hill in Lucan, County Dublin, has brought to my attention a manuscript
inscribed ‘Plan & Secction of Mr Bullens Garden Stove® (reproduced overleaf). Tt was discovered
by Mr Hall in one of the volumes of Philip Miller's Gardener’s Dictionary which he acquired some
years ago; the particular set of books was originally in the library of the dukes of Leinster at Carton
House, Maynooth, County Kildare.

The plan and section show a typical glasshouse of the mid-eighteenth century, the kind of
structure that would have been built in the kitchen-gardens of houses like Carton and Marino —
it is instructive to compare this plan with that reproduced by O'Connor (1983) in her account of
Marino, County Dublin (for a review of Irish greenhouses in this period, see Nelson 1983). There is
no evidence, however, that this plan was specifically for a garden stove built at Carton.

The lean-to housc, twenty feet long by eight feet wide and seven feet in height, was sited
facing due south; thereby it received the full benefit of the sun's rays. The sashes would have been
of wood, and the rear wall was brick; it is interesting that no entrance door is shown in the plan.
The panes of glass were small. The bulk of the floor was occupied by a pit which was three feet
deep and five feet broad; this would most probably have been filled with tanner’s bark, the fermen-
tation of which helped to maintain stove conditions in this type of glasshouse.

The house is called a ‘garden stove’ and thus was intended for the cultivation of exotic flowers
and fruits such as pineapples which require high temperatures to mature. Heating was effected by a
system of flues in the back wall; from a ‘stove or fier place’ (marked d in the plan) at the east end of
the building, hot air (including smoke and fumes from the open fire) was allowed to flow and
counterflow along parallel flues (marked B) and thence up the chimney which was sited at the west
end of the house (see Fig. 1 below). The hot gases heated the bricks of the back wall of the house,
and thus the house itself — it was quite an efficient system but noxious fumes did pass into the
stove if the bricks and mortar were not very well maintained. The Orangery at Marino Point (NET),
Foaty Island, County Cork, had such a heating system.

&
Fig,1 Diagram from Philip Niller's Gardener's Dictionary 4
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